
 

 

Visit to Kesennuma 

  

I went back to Kesennuma in December 2019. The weather was chilly and crystal clear, and the 

water in the port very still. I am always impressed by the natural beauty of this place, and at other 

port towns along the coast of northern Japan. At night the sky was filled with stars, and the fishing 

boats along the pier were brightly lit like a Hollywood set. 

 

 

Kesennuma Port in the morning, December 4, 2019 

 

This time I was impressed to see the new businesses opening, and the completion of the latest 

Amway House in Tohoku, through the Tomodachi program, which was about to begin a soft 

opening. In Kesennuma soon visitors will be able to enjoy craft beer – being set up by an American 

craft beer brewer from Portland, Oregon – and slow food from the immediate area. I enjoyed 

delicious food everywhere, including Kanae, where the swordfish was among the best I have ever 

tasted, and Shintomi sushi. If I sound like a traveler promoter it is because I am. MGM Resorts 

Japan is collaborating with Timeout, the international travel company, to promote Kesennuma and 

other places that may be less well known to international visitors. 

 

I spent the day meeting with Kesennuma's Mayor, the Chamber of Commerce Chairman, and 

making solemn visits to the Rias Ark Museum of Art and the Kesennuma City Memorial Museum, 

both of which share priceless knowledge about the unimaginable tragedy that befell Kesennuma 

on March 11, 2011, when it was struck by an earthquake then tsunami. I strongly believe that a 



 

powerful reason why international travelers should come to Kersennuma and other affected 

communities in Tohoku is to learn about this tragic history and to show their support for their 

recovery simply by spending time here. 

 

 

Kesennuma City Memorial Museum – the tree is seen as a sign of hope 

 

Down by the fishing port there is a great coffee house and restaurant called K-port, which is 

supported by the brilliant Japanese actor Ken Watanabe. I was impressed to see his personal 

message to Kesennuma displayed in the entrance, and to learn he sends a message of 

encouragement every day. This is a beautiful way to show support for the community here. 

 



 

 

At K-port n Kesennuma 

 

On a cold evening, there was standing room only at the workshop we hosted, together with 

Timeout. Mr. Masashi Takahashi, who worked for the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 

more than 30 years, did a very detailed presentation on the current state of the international travel 

business, and the issues on which Kesennuma should focus as it decides what kind of tourism 

facilities, activities and promotions to have. I hope our workshop will make a contribution to 

economic development and deeper international exchange. I am proud of the different activities 

MGM Resorts is doing in Tohoku to support the recovery there. 

 

I am looking forward to returning to Kesennuma in the spring. 


